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The Dedication. 


when' He is convinc d it would be z a 
Hreach of his Duty to inſcribe this 

Poem to a different Name. 1 night | | 

take a Juſt Occaſion here to en arge ö 

upon the allow d Merits of my 
PAT RON, if J was not 3 
Lender of giving a Diſtaſte to Him, 
3 well as a needleſs Information to | 
the Publick. If this Attempt has 
the Good F ortune to make a tole- 
rable Figure in your Eye, the 
Au THOR will have his Aim: 
Whoſe Particular Ambition it is to 
: * Himſelf, e all Oecca-· A 
lions, I © 
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Your moſt. Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 
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EE POE Mö opens with an 4 
1 to the Holy Spirit, and a Sketch 
General Defign. The Greaineſs of the 
Perſian Empire is deſcrib'd ; and the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Emperors trac d, from Cyrus 
_ down to Xerxes, who enlarg d the Monar- 
chy, with ſeveral New Acquiſitions. ' T he 
Character of Vaſhti bis Empreſs, and her | 
„ „ Extraction: E 
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[mg | Space f a 15 ble Ko a 22525 a 
Raya 1c to the Nobles of Per- | 
fa, The Pomp, of that 4 ppearance is de- 
ſcrib d; and — Sacrifice to their God the || 
Sun. The Magniſcence of the Room where 
the Treas was given, and the Riches 0 the 
Furniture art repreſented. Vaſhti pays the 
ame Reſpect to the Court Ladies; and 
Prince Arſaces to the Lower People 6 0] 
lay. : The: Comman Sort are likewiſe: 
tain d. The Pontiff of the Sun is treated 
with great "Hononr and Diſtinclion. The ii 
Are . ance of the Perfians, Admetha, I 
a" Maſter of © og plays to the Court. i 
. The Seh ject of hir. dong, wo the Clefe * 
"a - <4 Par Feaſt, 


>. 7 EE A 
* 1 * 
= T3 I s 7D v K * 3 
1 * 
FF p a * 1 % i + 
* g AY '\ L * 1 © # | 
14 N 
* OD. * 2 Y 
5 . 0 » 3 « 4 5 — 
1 \ 8 4 = . ” 2 % 
* : 
Y ; 2 1 * ; Py 


1 this POR. * -W 


CNL e eee at | 


| T he Argument A7 0 the Rnd 
W - - Vp FB of ©: K. * + 


6 

2 EH Ita {% LK . Ly WHY IDA 000 "Þ\ F 25? 1 5 5 
a The Fat cons. Kerues _— to 

r- | oblige the Lords with a Sight of Vaſhti, 
—cContrary to the Lau and Practice of the 


be Perfian Court, which "forbids. the Em- 

e WW preſs to ſhew Her Self in that manner. 

„% Nile ſends. a Meſſage for. Her; which Sbe 

„ rejecte uith Indignation. 7 be Sun prixe 

d f the whale Aſſembly at her Refuſal, and 

= 94 Reſentment of, the Emperor. How 

= —- expreſs d Himſelf. upon” that Occaſe 20. 

be Speech of. Memucan, Counſellor. of 

State to Xerxes; exborting him to de poſe 
Vaſhti, and tale ant ber E Vale 
ti 15 di grac 4 accordinoly. T be Feaſt 15 
broke off. Certain Per ſons are appointed 
to look out a Set of the Fineſt _ in 
Perſia, and convey them to the Palace; 
where ſeveral Apartments are afſig ned 

them, in Order to the Eledion of a a New 


Queen. Eſther appear's at Court among 
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| the refl. Her Name, and Parentage. 
Ho She came to be ſettled in Perha. | 
The wretched State of the Jews, during | 
their Captivity in Syria. T heir Delivery 
by Cyrus : Who encourages ſome of them | 
to ſtay in Perſia, while Ezra leads off tbe 
( 0 8 zo Jeruſalem. T be Good Offices of | 
| Mordecai, 1 Eſther bis Niece: A Cha- 
- rater of her Beauty, and other Perſe- 
 flions, T he Ceremonial, Sbe, and the reſt 
of the Candidates go through at Court. 
_ Mordecai's Concern for Her, and Conceal- 
ment of her Birth and Religion. 'T he Day 
„f Choice. Eſther 6 ſoon diftingmſb'd by 
the Emperor, and ſet upon the Throne. 
Sbe makes no Diſcovery of her Alliance to 
Mordecai, or the Relation She bore to the 
 -» Jews. The Celebration of the Marriage. | 
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| The Conſtant Virtue of Eſther ; and ber 

Gratitude to Mordecai, - by' Procurmg 
Him a Poſt at Court. The Crrcumftan- 
ces of Mordecai , in Point of Fortune, 
Ger. His Favour at Court raiſet Him 

_ the Envy of Bigthan and Tereſh, two 
Old Servants in the Palace. They form 
a Deſign againſt the Life of Nerxes in 
Revenge, The Plot is detected by Mor- 
decai, and the Service He did the Em- 


Paire in the Diſcovery, is recorded in 


the Memoirs of the Palace. The ap- 
 proaching Dange 1 Him and the Jews, 
by tbe Riſe of Haman. The Qualifi- 
cattons of that Miniſter deſcrib'd : * 
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The Diſtreſs N TY RG. eee nf | 
vr If: Mordecat for the:Common Merce He | N 
goes to Cuurt, ER Esther 
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. een 
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e137 2% 


1 


611 f 


ry Fane 
Her 


1 Hin to Fo nter tarnmen: 8 5 
.\ following ; ing that Human oy 
* Jhould: tend af ———— | 
of Naaunes bimſelf upon this Ne Honour; | 
dn ety ns Hime, „ to communicate 3 
2 Goo Aan 0 oh Cabal 0 —. Mor- 
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de with 
it. 


kj The Con Der 
tit. Zareſſa, bu Wife, propoſes a Gib. 
Det 10 be raisd ,, oppoſite to the Ban- 
; — Houſe in the Royal Garden, and 


ordecai to be executed upon it the 


nent Day. The Night before, Xerxes 

d reflleſe and call'd for the Memoirs 

ef the Palace. He finds there. an Tn- 

fflance of Mordecat's Fidelity, in the Caſe 

+» of Bigthan and Tereſn; and ass what 

Return was made Him for it. Then 

... ſends. a Waiter, to enquire who was in 

I #be Court. Haman appears. there; and 

© =. comes to the Emperor, auth a Reſolution 

10 beg bis Warrant for the Death of Mor- 

_ + decat.. He is ru; exe y a Queſtion 

© the Emperor puts to him, and a Poſitive | 

1 Command to ( Publick. Honours [ to Mor- | 

decai that Day, with his om Hands. 

Hlaman g moriified; and his Friends take 

tbit Alarm, as a Preſage of bis Fall. 

-. He is ſent for to the Queen's Treat ; That 

and the Bower are deſcrib d. Eſther, at 
Alt, be Cauſe of her Deſiring that Interview. | 

The Emperor is enrag d, and orders Ha- 


man 
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2. 


1 appointe 


of this POEM. x 
man to be hang'd on the Gibbet which 
He erected for Mordecai, The Fatal 


Commuſſion ts revok'd ; and full Power gi- 


a to = Jews, 3 uſe _ Ces as 
' they pleaſe. A Day of T hankſgiving is 
23 7 in Ms of — Foyful 
Event, to be Celebrated yearly for ever. 
Kerxes receives a Tribute from the whole 
Empire : And Mordecai enjoys the Second 
Place in the Government. EE 


1 7 . 
= 
* * 
aw 9 5 42 A * 5 
wy MY 5 8 "xd d 
re * 0 
„ —ô»T1ñ Jar Of A T2 by 
* — os * r 2 , * a 4 
> ; * +> wo. * 5 at 2 a" f 7 0 4 * 5 
5 nat 4 1 7 BS = eh — 
7 1 : way = 7 + : — - 4 
®. * - ve CY p 4 * | 
A . xl on 
1 2 — Ss * 9 2 7 7 a ,” 
A — — ö * Pay * * — 4 N 8 
2 2 E Fa 8 1 „ 3 4 c ** 
— 2 SE 8 : 
Fg * n — bu an 9 3 1 N 
Fas o * n wy * K * * * 
238 . 82 W © b 
: $ * — 4; » 
* * 2 wo fs WIT A 8 5 * N 
f _ bars we 9 — 55 
1 _ 8 w . Cf * 3 
* , * j 8 F 
$7 £ 2 & —* £ 45 — 1 
— * we 4 I #* * 
— 1 ww OED . . 25 fas * p : 
% * 2 — 2 ; TY . 4 y N 4 4 £ py 
I . 2. 4,8 . * -_ * 
2 ! , * ; | 
os — | OW _ LY wiv ©, 
— nA J 
* * * s 4 CNY 2 ** by o ! 
© S- + 5 A F by * , F — " 
25 ” „ „„ GY © | * ©; a ; 
4% * * W 1 . "% 
= - WW | 9 { 5 
1 * jour » p * 
1 — * we . * # ; = ; 
* _— — ** 1 4 bs bee of 4 
« 7 wo - . 3 
. 1 £3 — 3 q P 2 Tv" | 
* * of — 2 | I 
% * 2 1 25 - "_ ; 1 C4 / 
47 * ha > * 3 * 
x : ho 2 5 ; 1 
2 4” * = * n 43,7 wy o Ks * 72 4 WP 2 f 9 AP | ; 
1 4 - 4s oy a =_ * he? S — EY » 4% ; f 
— watw® rey 20 . 65 j 
* is 4 oY " 7 1 wt / 42 eee | 1 
i 0 3 — 7 — 5 12 4 » 4 * 3 ww t $ 2 
bt 8 0-4 W n Lg * us mn * 
* - 4 % * n we. * ; * 
I p : SW! ; F 71 
p > 3 2 3 * N F ELSE + 
* * FI 44 hit” * - | | 
W : * : 171 
1 r fu Ee” * 4 of 7 ' . 
« pe Fd! Fl 1 +. 2 , 
— — ae £ 2 5 2 is 4 
1 1 — » 5 » $ * — 
* pe * s Ky * wy 3 x , 
* 4% & * 0 * & 14 FM ; * 
s % 3 4 , how _ 8 iT | 
* + Pa * ** * ' of 2 4 * 5 f : 8 « 
ö RY 5 * * . * 1256 7 — — 7 7 a | : - a 
2 * * * ; * 1 * 3 : LY * is 7 1 
* «a _ — 2 7 G 2 — 8 2 wo * ; * * 1 — ”_ 5 (3 : | 57 4 
* 1 7 % *** — "Mio —_— * F 5 * 7 1 f 1 » 
„ 5 77 *&L Co SY | 172 
L, = — - — 7 = fl 
£1 7 929 «© — Cr, 2 , 
"5 8 | v1 16 
ag v 25 LP 3 3 A 7 * F - . r þ 
FA „„ FE, . | a 
: e 4..> 4 h 4 a 
* , wo 2 g * 2 PR W- ml | A 8 1 * ** 
, 4 * 8 #2 y Wo 1 . 1 
"ws 0 0 . © \ 8 1 3 
— »# 5 D — 
27 " * / - % - 2 - x ? 5 
93 7 1 c ** , , MW / 1 
R # „ *'Y * — F a ** 0 WY 
x 4 2 1 
© 9 F 6 0 3 4 
3 
yy | 
> * 
[> r 4 ng " — 
— 5 xx : 
. 1 4 * . 
$a AT my 7 


gs ” ' E n : - * £ . | 3 5 
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F 15 the Ke, ene ſ and Importance 

"= of the Story : The ale Compaſs of 
ot Z cripture-E Hi ſtory does not afford a mote 
| Beautiful Subj th f 57 a Poetical Improvement , than 

the 2 related in * Part LE 8 


The Chandeur of the Pera ane rats 4 at Wo 
Funfure to its utmoſt Height; the Splendor of Ter- 
kes f Triumpbal Feaſt; the. Charaft fers of Vaſhti, 
Eſther, Mordecai, and Haman, with the zweral Ad- 
| ventures 45 each, are as 6000 a Field for an Enlarge- 


ment of this Nature, 45 oy, that can te met. NP - 
in the whole Bible. 
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18 The Occaſion, e Solemnity of the Feaft 
F Xerxes, demanded a longer Stay upon it, than I 


Thought at firſt to baue given.it, Nor to mention, 
that the Holy Scripture it ſelf is ſomething. more Par- 


 Ticular in Repreſenting the Pomp of it, than it uſes 


to be upon the like Occgſons; and. ſeems to dwell w 
r 2 


v4 4 


On it, in order to give 16 @ Brighter Impreſſion of the 
Greatneſs of Perſia at that Time, tho the Reaſon of 


That Particularity does not appear. No Perſon there- 
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me with any Fault upon this Head. 


1 fore, allowing 1 the Freedoms of Poetry, can charge 


Aut bort haue been extremely divided, about Set- 
kling the Chronology of ESTHER 3 Some place it 
I tnthe Reign of Darius 
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PREHEAGH  MM* 
Emperor Some declare for Xerxes, and others for 
Artaxerxes, he Two following Monarchs: I habe 
taten the Liberty to go into the Opinion of: thoſe, 
who refer the Date of this Hiftory\ to the Time of 
Xerxes, whom I make the ſame with \Ahaſuerus: 
This 'is countenanced by the Sacred Text, Fara iv- 

5, 6, 7. where the Succeſſion of longs | 
 rors is deduc'd in this Series, Darius, Ahaſue- 
ceeded Darius. To confirm it, I might produce the 
Aut hority of Scaliger, and Helvicus in his Tables; 
Strauchius, Junius and Tremellius, in their Aunota- 
tions; Calviſius, and other Cbronolagers, both of 
our own. Country, and Foreigners. Nay, Druſius 
himſelf allows it at the Long Run; tho be object: 
10 ESTHER“ being the Ameſtris f Herodotus, 
as Scaliger maintain d. e REES 


Hbweber, tho I wanted all this Evidence ; a Poet 
7s not confin'd to the Meaſures of an Hiſtorical Wris 
ter, in any Dark Points of Time; but may-chuſe\ at 
_ Diſcretion in Controverted Caſes, where dhe Hiſtorian 
i only oblig d to give a General Report of che Ac 
counts he meets with; without Deciding in Favour of 


T cnn't give the Tnquiſitive Rrades better Satisfa* 
e&ton about the Name of Ahaſuerus, or Aſſuerus, 
than Dr. Hyde bas done, in bis Hiſtory of the Reli- 
gion of the Aucient Perſians, a very Valuable Colle 
din of Oriental Leaming. ls 
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©. Zvapy o. Achſuar'; and among the Later, 


as might be provid from a Variety of Inſt antes, 
< the Perſic Proper N 
& cording to that Idiom. As in Iſaiah, what: is 
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He \ informs: US, P. 43. c. 22 That the Perſie 
te Nanit among dhe Old Jews , was, mor: O 
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« being a, Language uf great Vogue in the Eaſt, 


mes were often. model d ac: 


« printed wd, Coteſh , ought to be read u 
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«Ker; and in Daniel , what! is read wu 


s. Darjaveſh \, vgbt to be reſtor d 9171 . Awzgce | 
So, conformably to this Practice,; the Word 


„ mr *Ofv26., lod with a Greek: Terminati- 


on, ve, or 24, was read in the ſame. manner 


“in Scripture,” as inthe Profane Writers; wrw-urd 


200 "OZvepnc, or Oval eos „ Or Acſuaros, and Ac. 
© exc. But the Pointers not apprebending it, mould- 
ed the Name into Ahaſh-veroſh, o/ Achaſhveroſh, 


which" might have been pointed with much more 
Propriety, Achſuares, or Achſueros, and drop- 


<. But nom this Oxyarcs it ſelf u 
e rin 3 for the Regular Name a1 
« approved Writers, was, Ou %, 


e 4 Name common to ſeveral Kings in Media, Per- 
E fla, and Bactria, and all thoſe. Countries, . where 
the Perſic was the Reigning Language. And in- 


©: deed, tis very ſurprizing to conſider how ' many 


* Variations. this. Name bas ſuffer d. The Arabs 
eder write it in their Books by Ze, and read 
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64 times in their S write it WON Aſdeſtir, in- 
00 e. A he: true Perſic 4 8 Ardeſhir, or 


2 ting", + Agathlias, | and 
W x KS, S ave” Eiben, this. Name 4— 
waer Nun; viz. ede nds, Aon Fepne, and 
e "which ,* Leting the." Greek» Term- 
*. op 'Ardaſhir. ' As | 
not her Change. it hat met % in the" Book of 
«© Nehemiah ; ir, rr * „rade, or Ar- 
* tah-ſhaſt ; "where , as. before in. FApretds, „fte 
« Letter , as well in Shape, as in Situation 
CTY Sofend, anſwers” the Neben U" inverted, 


| and the Arabick Shin ; and originally appears 


3 to baue been, "pronoune'd the ſame: may as we 

| may fairy bolleci from The Analogy $ between 

00. them. . But becauſe. tbe Greeks labonr under 
* the ſame Difficulty with the Ephraimites, 


. . Hela the Sh, tbey did it -us far as they 
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« were able, and ave it Galler Air. Or poffibly, 
* "rhe. Cadmean bins was the . ſame with that 
« of Ephraim. For the Primitive Sounds of | the 
Th freek Letters, "are to be. trac'd to the Phœni- 
clan ONES, of Cadmus , „Fron re they . were 
* deriv'd. And therefore the ©, er G Oheta, 
4 "I PPPs as ell. in the; Rank of the Alpha- | 
= bet, in Numerical. Power , correſponds fo - 
© the Heben V, and the Arabick L, and 


« .the Samaritan W,) not to be ſounded E 
N 0 4 | 9 * The 


fv 


4 ] Fr k > : ; | 


Wt. PREFAGE 


6 the. Th jointly FI but like thoſe 2 Laune 
. 550 a  ſepargie way, x | 


ma 7-4 * 1 
f 1 13 1 is * 


g ? . , £ m7 4 A 1 5 — 
1 4 f 1 * 2 0 * . Fa bh 3 % 
* 3 * a * 


Tis not to 8 adi — wh Gs 8 per- 
ge, Chaldee, and the The ſhould receive a Turn ſo 
Ai ſtant. From the Orig: nal,” in the Hebrew. Copies: x 
If ave conſider, that they took all of them from Com- 
mon Report. and Heatſay , and ſo tranſcrib'd them, 
not acconding to the Orthography, but the Faſhion 
f Pronouncing. them „ ke Py. | me their | 
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= But. per 5 might he hep pen, That the * Heads: 
from- whoſe. Mouthe x 145 £9) them , poke the Ori- 
ginal Language, and the Right Diale they might E 
no OH Words preciſtly true, and fo miſle 2 4 be 
Hiſtorian. And Fa they us d a Dialect of the 
Jame Language, Their. Informations, 111 1 fall be 8 
more remote from the Original Vi erity . ut if they 
ſpoke. 4 Language. entirely fern, "their Speech, 
And conſequently „the Words C from it by ol © 
a 4 ruler. of. another Nation „ mu Go 14 fo in Propor- 
tion. Beſ⸗ des all this, "there might be Some Sounds 


in the 1 Xotic Tongue, which another Was not C 
? pable N05 Expreſſing : As We ſee in Fact it is, 751 


0 Caſes. "And" ſ tbe Jews, or Greeks, 


9 for Inſtance, mal, F "oli * fo plant * . 
| ſonants , of 4 Sound the af ft Akin T9 the O- 
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rigiual ones they can't utter, in their Placg. 
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0 Je; 7 0 ren 
0. r u Cuſh, Ethiopia: Wherens It eder „g- 
<<. niſſes Ethiopia in any Part off the Sacred Text, 
e but _ s,\ ettber'\a Tra# of Babylonia, or Aras, 
4 bia. The Patriarch Cuſh, 8 was the Father f 
<6, — call d Ninus by the Prophane. Hiſtorians, 

s ſented in a Part of * Babylon: From whence. 
4 bis. eſcendamts, growmg too numerous in proceſs of. 
Time for Chaldza, to hich they were po feed of, were , 
* oblig d to remove into the Meighbouring Parts of 
« Arabia: And hence it is, that the Country which 
* was afterwards call 'd Arabia, from Yairab the 
Son of Joktan, who likewiſe reigned there, was 
term 4 before, the Land of Cuſh, and after, the 
Land of Havilah. Thence the W. ife of Moſes, _ 
«< who was an Arabeſs of Midian,-was.\cal d rig” 


ce 
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„ Cuſhith, or 2 Woman of Cuſh-; and Tirhaca mar 
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King of Arabia Felix, not. of Ethiopia: For the 
Cuſhean Colony, tranſ] lanted from. Chaldza into 
the adjoyning Parts of Arabia, gave this Appella- 
tion to the Country, though Vaarab, the aforeſaid 
rau ＋ the Arabs, 1 d in another Part of 
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l 3 1 7 the Arahs, that mere... ſeiz'd 


. ir at the 1 wr Far _ Wh h Na 
"Wk t Lelong to ond Pfoprieror. Fhence 2 Chton. 
5575 are mention i tbe e livin 72 the 

7 Cuſh, ( tranflatedi improperly Wy ene 


Parte, and Neighbours to. the.Gulh 6A ee 7 
7 1 A along the F ront iir, contiguous to Chal; 
& dæa, their Ant igut, Sent. Int reality, the Father, 

« 4 the Ethiopians was wa Phut, mhence Ezek. 
$ -; Fhutim, Aves. But -becauſe #he 
wg Prople of Cuſh, and the Æthiops, were both. of * 
e dark Complexion . the; Greek, Expeſitors!. pus. this 
< 45 n/ frufion upon Zuſh, 5 it, guify' Aldo 
| * (1d Al Jia; Ju WY the Æthiopic Garamantes 

os. improperly, call d Indians 4% ſome, becauſe bath 
Mt . Nee were of the ſame... Hue, .Fberefore. our 
8 * Engliſh Perſon wants correcting in this Particular, 
L. and inſtead of ¶ from India even 0 Ethiopia, Eſth. 
15 Is] ſhould be read, Leven to Arabia. ] And for Ebed- 

. melech. the Ethiopian, e te: A When 8 
1 or th Culbire, | "ith 5 1 | 


KI Sbulban was 4 C ty, in LE 83 wk Elam, r 
5 el 4 Weſtern . Part of Media, ralld by the 
« Perſians. ( Sits: 4» e. Glycyrrhiza. But 
e rbe Jews in Compliment to Ahaſuerus, per Euphemiſ⸗ 
„ muin, by an agrecable way of Expreſſo on, Oo. 
* 222 e cal Fl ir 2 i. 6. en, + 
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58 3 
* * . 


A Thero-ard\a < 


ferior Honour, ſucb as is calld Axia: 
Part of tbe Roiniſh Chur h. That therefore 


and Prophet of the 


PREFACE & 


tw Paſſuges in the — Paris | 
phraſe, which ſerm to contradif a Poſition, the Incom- 
parable Author above mention d, bas aſſerted with fo . 

much Learning; that the Aut ient Perſians ner 
the S ud am Divine Morſpip, Aabfeia; But only I. 
by the Nicer 
toy un- 
natural for me to defcribe them paying futÞ- Shop 
to , ee av en. 0 N a o 


18 . , : « % * 1 8 * 3 of 
7 * : * * . * © x 7 . 
1 ier 


hm wbt babes ObjeBliows 4 once. e 1 
tbe Conſequence,: and affirming, that thong h "there 


ever we ͤA Sett off Ab. Fer , that P the 


Knowledge and N. 2 of the Ok, Only," True God; 
yet Xerxes | might relapſe to the Sabaiſa of bis Fore. 
fathers 5 which was a Syſtem of Rites,” and Religious 


Obſeruances, practis d Fa the Sabii, who Mor 'd 


be SUN, Moo, and STARS, with Divine 7 
Nouns © For though big Father Darius Hyſtaſpis 1 
came 4 Convert 10 er the Great Reformer, 
1; get we dont read thus 
Xerxes follow d bis Examplz 3 and Dr. TM himſelf 
allows it probable, that Ng frbe Perfian Emperors did 
reject his Scheme, and fall why their Old Ceremonies. 
If TY then Xerxes might provide himſelf” with Magi, 
and a Pontiff of bis own creation, 5 form the Sa 
_ cred. Rites to bis GOD, the SUN. ee, I might 
anſiwer furt her, That this Worſbip I repreſent them 
giving the SUN, was only a Sort of dupa, perform d 
indeed before che SU N, or Þis IMAGE, but —_— 
£ 


X n 
ed ultimately to the Supreme Inviſible Being. And 
this it the Doctor's avow'd Principle,” that all the 

Homage theyrender'd him terminated in the True God; 
and auas not deſign d tothe SUN at all. But I am 

Alt to think, it may be made appear, that they paid 
Divine Adoration to the S u N himſelf, and thought 
bim a kind of Subordinate Deity; or at leaſt, * 5 
bited æmd governed by one. This ſeems probable from 
the Book SAD-DER it ſelf; which is an Abridg- 
ment of Loroaſter's Inſtitution, and contains a Sett 
7. Rules he laid down for the Conduct of his Proſelytes. 

I ball tranſcribe ſome Places from that Latin Verſion 
tbe Doctor has given us of it, he having not inſerted 
the Perſic Text. It is divided into a Handheld Chap- 

ers," er Portæ; a Metaphor the Author Delights in, 
filing his Book from thence, SAD-DER, or Cen- 
tiportale. In the 6th Porta, among the Good Works 
be enjoins, the 4th and th are, Solem celebrare ter 
quovis Die Lunæ Celebrationem facere ter quovis 
Menſe. And in Porta IIth, Pollutum & ſpurcum 
in Igne ne comburas, & tunc ſeptem Climatum 
Terræ (ſeu, totius Orbis) Ignis h. e. Sol, erit ami- 
cabilis, & certiſſimè contentus, & quando petendam 
habes aliquam petitionem aut deſiderium, tum neceſ- 
ſitas tua cenſebitur licita abſque ullà negatione. 
Quando autem Ignem in Sacro Foco non bene ſer- 
vas, tunc Ignis 7 Climatum Terræ non erit tibi ami- IF _ 
eabilis, nec ullum deſiderium & petitionem petes 
niſi quæ cadet, & non conſiſtet. And again in Por. 
43. Si Ignis Martis, h. e. Focus Sacer, ſive Pyreum, 
benè cuſtodiatur, 7 Terræ Climatum Ignis erit de 
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te placatus, & complacens, crit _ Quando, inquam 
1 eſt Ignis Martis, 0 de te placatus 


erit. And again in Porta 45 5. Omni Fœminæ pro 
peccato contra Solem ſe expiare mandatum eſt And 
in Por. 89.— Munificus ſis, grat enim erit Mihre, 


ſeu Soli & Stellis & une, qu udd ſuper Liberalen 7? 
ſplenduerint. , And lf diane 


( 16th - Porta. Salu- 
L ſcito, Quicungz 


tationem ad Salem neceff 


eſt Religionis, particep ter quiayis Die e El. i (alutationem 
faciat, ſi non, exit = e  Peccatunt, c queue 


augebitur quavis vice . faly WR 1m... Dor 
Rs: 0 0k 


Ig li — : 
India the. Boas palligres 2 p the 7 FI Taolatry of 
the Perſians in this Point, (as it certainly; was, 2375 
ever they might diſclaim the Imputation,,. aud the 85 


H it,) by, telling us, That Zoroalten co N 


« Rites from the Jews, among bom he liv? 
« Time, and was Servant probably to Ezra; 25 
that the Reverence he commanded his Partiſans to pay 
to the Fire, was deriv'd from the Altar of Incenſe of 


the Jews, and was no more than That. The Doctor 


ene del gt the ſame Time, that the Veneration they 


ſhew'd the Fire, was much greater than the _ 


 render'd any Sacred Fire upon their Alters. Nay, it 
was of another Nature, as appears from the Quotationg 


above; and beſides, it was given the SUN tooinma 


particular Manner, rb hich is 4 oy nt of 
Sabaiſm, and could not be taken from the Jews: S 
that the Reaſon why they rever'd the FI RE, ſeems 
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Where ev ry Wonen I mage ſpeaks aloud 
The Maſter-Hand, and Poftraiture of God 
Where David's Harp and Sceptre doubly ſway, : 
And Eagle 22 ſoars his Trackleſs Way. = 1 
Oo may that Holy Fe of Heay' u bom Light, 
Which heighten'd David's s Lay, and Eſay's F light, 
Enlarge my Thought, and teach It to deſign 
A Subject worthy Thee, by Copying, Thine; 
In all my! Soul a an equal Rapture dwell, 


Arid the Same Genius, which recondd, e # 
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Fre rom Ni "A 8 o Bed, to 5 Go Golden Strand. 


Niger for her enrich'd his Yellow Streams 

And Ginges beautify'd his Urn with Gem. 
Lo Greek Competitor as yet was ktiown'” 
I To ſhade her Glories by a Rival mn 1 
10 make a gen'ral Sceptre of his Sword, 
And wiſh that Hammon's Son was Hanns es 

Rome was an Infant yet, nor proudly ſtrove” © © 
Io ſhare the Empire of the World with Jobe: | 
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A Beautiful Seraglio they prepare, 


To tempt his Choice, among the Faireſt Fair: 


And Parties are diſpatch'd to culb the Flow r 


Of Perfian Beauty all the Kingdom oft. © 
The Bright Colle&ion ſoon to Shuſhan came, 
But Young Hadaſſah prov'd. his Only Flame: : 
Hadaſſah, of the Fewiſh Lineage ſprung, £0 


That Hapleſs Race i in Syria long abode, 

And drain'd the Quiver of an angry God: 
Harraſs d with Babel Yoke, and all the Woes 
That Slaves o can bear, or 1 Rage mac; 5 
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The Maid was Eftber, in her Native Tongue. 5 {0 
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But ev'ry Friend in Mordecai ſurviv d. 


133 


Whom 4 N N E alone | is deſtin'd to. excel, 
In Living. Ruling, and in Conqu ring well; 
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e E R. Book IT, 
Till Grus view'd them with a pitying Eye, 


And ſet them from their yielding Maſters free: 
Cyrus, whoſe Virtues none can juſtly fing, 
The Perfect Model of a Fin iſh'd King : 1 


With lach well. temper'd Wrath, 85 Sure em | 


The Vanquiſt's thinks he's on the Vigor Side: 2 
Heav n leaves his Bolts in her Deputed Hand, 


And knows She'll deal them with. a God's G . 
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The Reſeu'd People a * — i 5 
0 their Lov'd Sion, and their Ancient Walls EE 
But ſome looſe Reliques of the Hebrew Kind, ” 
Charm'd by the Smiles of Cyrus, ſtay'd behind : | 
Their Lot Hadaſſab ſhares : ; Her Farents were, 0 
But now She finds them i in an Uncle's Care; . 
Helpleſs, alone, of ev'ry Friend depriv* * 


The 
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Was made ſome Nameleſs, ſome Uncominon Way, 
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The tender Orphan never felt the Loſs, | | 
For Aae g all hes Mothes . 
 Hadaſſab all the Heights of. Woman ws, 


None of their Fault 5 but all their B E 
un : 


Thoſe ſcatter d Graces, which the Beit divide, 
Aſſembl'd and improv'd, in Her reſide: 3 
Reverſe to 7 45171 in her Whiter Soul, 4 
Where ev'ry Virtue reigns without Controul. A 
Her Perſon heighten'd with 4 Nobler Air, 9G 
Which breath'd from Conſcious Merit king there; J 
Superior too in Harmony of Form, | 
All over one entire diſtinguiſtyd chan; : 
Her Body, 5 fragrant as the Riſing Day, 


Of Something finer than the fineſt Clay: 
Such as Deſcending Cherubs ſeem to wear, 4 
When with a Saint | in Viſions they confer, | 1 
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Yet theſe Embelliſhments were but * K 207 


Foils to the Luſtre of a Fairer Mind: 
90 Golden Fruits i in Silver Pictures we; © 
And glow with Bolder Life upon the "NT 
Celeſtial Love each gentle Movement ſways, 
And its ſoft Biaſs all the Frame obeys : FE. 4 : 4) 
The Truth and Purity, and Calm Defire, 
Ever attend, and ever fan the F. ire. Pp 


"nj 
_ 


She all the Turns of Varying Fe ortune prov'd, ; 
To no Extreams irregularly mov'd ; "HINGE din wy 


| Receiv'd the Sun-ſhine, and the 3 of Fs ate, 1 
Severely Fortunate, and Humbly, Great: 


| She all the Arts of Speech compleatly neu, 


And, ber was more, the Arts of Silence too. 2 


T7 With all theſe Ornaments ch d gra ca, 
The Maid was in the wond' ring Circle plac'd, 
To celebrate the Ceremonial Year, | 


With Sacred Odours, and with Oyl of wre 
Sev'n 
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* Sev n Damſels follow 4 each preſumptive Queen, 
| And Eftber had the fame ati Train. 1 85 
Oſten Kind Mordecai to Court repair d, 
And oft enquir 44 about his Beauteous Ward ; ; 
But us d the niceſt Caution none ſhould trace 
Her ſtrange Religion, and her Hebrew Race; 


That al the Pow” r She in d. .the Maid might 
[ ufe 


* Fd ber oon Altar, a her Kindred JW. 


The Solemn Rites kcotigBN'S; all the Fair, 2 
As Rivals, for the Royal Choice appear: 


Strove with each e and Lat for the 


N [Day' 3 
While Artleſs Blue: mid che e Vieing Maids, 


Natively Charming, ſcorn'd thoſe F oreign Aida; Ko 1 


And when the Virgin ſtood before the Throne, 
Immortal Youth o'er all her Perſon ſhone, 
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Each Nymph, with borrow'd Helps, and Rich Array, 


* 
. : * 
4 ' 
0 L SEED be 7 
om. < 0 . * 1 8 A —— a 2 4 * 4 „ 
r OE OT Wes . . Ne. , 5 * 8 a - : * 3 . 
8 SAS: hes * 2 Som be — ET NOD ory oy r Oe: 3 5 — e * 7 R : £84 nn Ig 4. 
n — p ome ryerdanrnro 9 — 10-4 — m—_— — 
pa ebe 2 Wn q r 2 OY I; n 2 . 3 


r 
See.. 
F 1 


W #2 
n 
& SES 


. 
| + 095% " - 3 on 
at RE ons ca ue Gd, 

<— Rae = *% pod Ngo JH 4 


Sy B 


8 A 


* 
r 


| —— 2 S 


S 


© - A A 


28 ESTHER. Book. 11 


Glow i in her Cheeks, and beam > aropnd her 11 es 4. 


Aal of one Victorious Look enſur'd her Reign : > L 
Jo ſo much Worth with ſo much Beauty bin d, r 


; Fe erxes reſign” d his Globe with Pleaſure there, a 
Great in his W 'orld, but Greater far 1 in Her. 


Ass if her Uncle ſtill had been her Lord; 
She never broke the Secret, who She was 
The Guardian Angel of the Fewiſb Canſesr 570119. 
So over ev'ry Mortal, ev'ry Land, | 3 - 


Tho! e Lively Honours Higheſt Bloom ſupplies, 


c. boil nsRO I £ 
Soon as She entred, She was more : than | weep, E 
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Of Right belon gat the Empire of Mankind. 
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Yet nil obſervant of her Unde's Word, 


-Behind the Scenes thoſe aiding Spirits fland, 


1 Patron unperceiv'd , unſeen each can ing 9 
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* And all the Sacred Way with Flow'rs they ſtrow, 


— 


* 2 


5 : x 
1 ; 4 T : T : 8 7 ; ; 
= * | % _—_ I q I ' 2 8 - * & . =, * . 
* 9 4. 0 75 7 4 4 * 5 - 2 1 N s 2 
1 1 , a * . 7 : K et, 0 2 
; * — dS 1— | * 122 SY 4 
5 4 5 2 - 6 
6693 a 
« : F * 
4 k . 

» 4 — 2 Fd . 


-  The:deftin'd Nuptials IT FAR L 
And their paſt Joys revive in ev'ry Breaſt. - - 
But firſt the Stars ate by the Magi view'd, 
The Stars fay all that's Happy, all that's ' Good. 
Their Tutelary Sun above displays, 128. . 
Peculiar Smiles and more delightful. ras a A 

„ Vouſual Splendor fills th exulting Court, 
ene all: dae Voung, and all the Gay DRE 
© "Ter s the Great Couple to the Temple lad, 
And all the Sacred Way with Carpets ſpread; 
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Greeting the Royal Pair with many a tender Vow. 
Lo 1 Now their Hands are join 'd, the Hymens ring, 
And crown'd with Holy Wreaths the Magi Sing. 

The People lift their Voices to the Skies, 
In Ecchoes, and i in Thunder Heav'n replies, 
Wa a een I WI its Auſpicious 
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A Pomp of greater Months adorns 
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5 never ſwell a too high, V nor ſunk t too tow 3 3 
Stands, Ke] its Origin, above mie Skies, D EG Bade 
Ever the fame Great Self, fedately Wiſe: 42 ol 
Collected and prepar d in ev ry Stage, 


To ſcorn A Courting World, or bear its Rage,” 
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Thus the Quect-s Breaſt her Private Une fl, 
And Efther, tho' in Robes, 18 Efther fl 1 
Well to the Gollike Empreſs was it kei? ET 


| Mary can n have, but Few, can wear a Crown, | 92 
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1 - The Joys her Palace added, were the] Pow' 1 
. of acting r nobler Things, and giving more; 7 5 
But the juſt Progreſs of a Noble Mind, 

Ts to be Grateful firſt, and then be Kind: 

The firſt beſt Obje& of her gen'rous Eye, 

Was her Old Guardian, Trufty Mordecajg: 

She painted to the King his high Deſert. 
His Prudence, Secrecy, and Faithful . : 
And gain'd the Signet of her willing Lord, 1595 
To * him o er n Chamber and his Board, = 


Mordecai 1585 in See, hunby livd, 404 F 
a Of all his Patrimonial Wealth bereaw d 8 ; L 
| 8 Judea ſerv'd a Maſter not her own, rr Kd 
| No Soil was Faithful to its Antient Stone : . Wi | „ If 


Babel's encroaching Fury did the Wrong, . | 
Born to confound her State, as well as Tongue. II 
Embarraſs d their Demeſnes, transfer d their Lands, 1 
From ev'ry Native Lord te Foreign Hands : "EE [ 


Mordecai 


Was, tho' depreſt in Life, from Envy pure, 
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Mordecai ſhar'd his Countrey's Common Woes, 


His ripen'd Autumn for another roſe {| in nal 


| Yet what th' injurious Spoiler's Hand denyd. 
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With Induſtry and Eaſe his own ſupply'd :1-1!/7) 4177 
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Honeſtly Mean, and laudably Obſcure 
Till kind Hadaſſab with a Smiling Ry, oo = 
Open'd his Shade, and call'd him to the on, 3er 

Planted his Vertues in a fairer Light, 1 20 


And made his F ortunes, as his NN vgs. 
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So * the 3 Suns Merke Pate p 


Forms in the Mine a Rich Metallic Oar r 
Deep in its Secret Bed the Treaſure lies,. 


Nor heals our Loſſes, nor N Joys SHCT 0 
 Uſcleſs, tho intrinſically Good, bios 
Till by more Eyes, than that of Heaven 1 N 4 511 
But when produc d, and deſtin d once to Grace, 7 
The Royal Image of a Monarch's F ace, mt 

lt Charms each Heart, and Bleſſes ev'ry- hw 4 
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Mordecai had W br | ell | 
Of ev'ry Grace, [and ſettled Heav n his own win 1 137 
His diſtant Orb of private Virtue fill d. 
From all. but Angels, and ſuch Friends anke 
Ne ' er thought it worth his Conſcience to be Gre, 
Tho' changing That; he might have en tg _— 
The Love'of Salem:was His only Pride, 
Not the Religion of the Reigning ſide: 
In his en Cauſe was regularly warm, - | -' 
And hated, on Occaſion, to conform : 
Would not betray his God to ſerve <p tor 
But made the thriving Villany his Scon.. 
Could not Intrigue and Flatter for a we. Fr 020 50 
Devoid of Art, and endl eu Bühne ALIA 
He look d, he cs he liv'd en ba. 
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A Novice flouriſh in their Righ | 
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And now advane'd, he ftadied to be oe” 162 
Obliging m ore, and with om Min“ 1 ba! LE 


will often ler aſkew @ upon its 5 1002 S113 2908 


And like a Huy, taint, AE not Gebo 1970 1 J d 


Bigthan and Fereſh ſaw with deep Regret, Won 


From Antient Services they now c commence. 
An eaſier Title, and more. juſt Pretence. 


Barr'd of their Hopes, with mad Ambition * 


They ſoon reſolv'd on Vengeance for the Wrong, 
Drive their Reſentments on the Royal Had,” 
And make the Maſter for the Servant Bleed. 

Th' Abortive Plot had met a full Succeſs, 

Had they been more Diſcreet; or he been leb. 
Silent as Death, that Death themſelves prepare, 


If the leaſt Day break in upon the Scheme, 
It Dies, and 1 pulled: as 2 gliding] Dream: 46 


Traitors ſhould move, and dark as Midnight Ar; ; T3 T 


I 
Bb 
FY 
* 
8 
1 
11 
2 
* 
bY 
24 
4 
* © 2 
. 4 
"TEN 
+ 4 
2; 
. * 
59 
- + 
38 
* 
Fg 
* 
a 
5 
1 
F. 
2 : 
* . . 
** 5 
3 . 
 T% 
* 
* 
* 
1 
3 | 
4% : 
—_ 
1 1 
1 
3 
i 
ay” 
i . 
3 
* I 
"— 
SY 
"4 
4 
13883 
W 
= 
WS] 
SS 
q 
1 
7 # 
ES 
KY - 
 -— a 
1 
xD 
42% 
.: 
Fo __ 
-— 
0 
9 
3. 
5 
4 
218 
3 
1 
3 
17 
©"? 
+ * 
2% 
18 
mes 
"= 
'- 3% 
SE 
1 . 
253 
183 
7 7 
1 AY 
5 74 
EY 
" 4 " 
5 ny 
by 
X = 
* ©" x 
1 
+ > 
"*B 
_ 
T9 
_. 
£08 
So . 
1 
7 
1 
5 2 
21 
4.8 
To 
4 
1 
E it 
4 2 
"3% 
i M 
n 
& 3; 
I 
* 2 
<4 
2 
a 
1 
* 
- i 
** 72 
i 
od 
; By — 
. 
7 
1 
C* 
25 


* 88 wk 


r E 
2 9 


jg 
47 
: 
FY 
4 
{ 
7 
; 
L. 


0 


© wag Ibargr lt baly Oo Gor va 
EIN" oy TX 7 REN» 


ED 


E 8 THE * 5 Bob II n 
So Hell bomm Spirits roam in depth e by 
And ſkim away | before the dawning, Lacht. 51 WM 
Mordecai, wakeful as he was, betray'd... 7 75 A TY 
| What the too ſanguine Wretches faintly | ſaid 5 
By its own Shine the Glow-Worm due de, 
And to Hadaſſab all the Scene cevanlds> ; 0-1 {-5 
Both to the King his coming Fate nk... 1 
The Crime was puniſh d. and the Plot eneoll'd ; 
The Annals of the Perfien Story telt. 
| How Bigthan periſt'a, and how Tb el, - 

; What was from 4 erxes, and from Perſia due, 
TO hin he Jerxee far d, and Pia too? | 


So when the Featherd Monarch of t a Air, 


6 Whoſe Pounce and Thunder, and whoſe — & the 


Has "I a wer nde ſnatch'd the Prey, 
The baffled Fowl allows his Sacred Sway, 
But with a vow'd Revenge Careers away. 
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Had plac, him badet in dle une powrs0 
Thro waridug rugged-Pabs had forgdthis: Way; 
And fromidifputirl-Gounters wonothe-Dayz:!: 11; 
A Maſter Sicke of Cin topp d his Part; 0 
And Breach of Hue was find Art od jig? 
Of mean Otigintls the Meteor Tprangg 1/10) bo 
Only a glitt ring Cloud, nor glitt ring long. 

Fer Erad ſome tines wi bear a be OA, 315 
And bafiri Mold improve into Flow't 5511! 2: V/ 
Haman ad n engraßz d ih Roy Ear, 7s 5H 

Another Terres goxerhꝭ & im ihe Peer. . 01 e 

The Reinhof Statt wet teft:iri} Hmmùnis Hand 
And all his:Gddicould fer;- was -his-Commiands 5: 
To the gre ddoliaB-the Palace boi, 470 
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For him a Fry-oficravitig/ Bürde werduld re) qa 


| With many-alpiitiful Thromb the- dradging;Dyre!. | : 


Fe or him the Curious oft would plod the Sky, 


And each/intiv/Wprld was Hamam Priopentyilit/ 5 
Himſelf in\Conſtdllafion ſpakled there, y1duob 511 


And Hothimibarigneith/Honodrih 4d Stun It mid 34 = 


He. Was tlie Miſe imo bye w ry Heng oth bn. 


Of the Projeiing; Reading} »Chyming Ttzin 1:1] 
Dub'd by tus eight of Eavopt withotheKiegyn/. 

A Critick; Potry-Sage] amdvirhe Tlüng- cu) oh 100 
They that aſpir d to gain tlie Far rite Sid, Dar g = 


Careſs d his Vanity, and ſooth'd his Pride. 
For Honour was the Quarry he purſufdp od 217 
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